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It’s rare that… The words “whimsical” and 
“architectural” can go together, but somehow, 

Rosie Li pulls it off. I’m a pretty big risk-taker in 
general. I tend to think that there are less “rules” 
in decorating than most others do. When I look 
at Bubbly I smile, because they really went for it, 
and to that I can relate. On trend: The piece is 

gold, layered and extravagant yet with a playful 
curvature. All of these elements are on trend, 
but especially the idea of pairing opposites: 
extravagance with function, playfulness with 
formality. When it comes to luxury design… It’s 
all in the details, but sometimes the details can 
often be painstaking and much easier to just 

forego. When a designer like Li has spent time 
on the finishing touches, you can easily spot the 
difference. The fixture against this backdrop…  

Is a marriage of two ideas: respect for the  
past and boldness for the future. It’s a delicate 
balance to strike, and here it’s done very well.

BAUBLE 
BAR 

 
THE PIECE: Bubbly 08-Light Linear Chandelier 

THE DESIGNER: Rosie Li

FIND IT: rosieli.com 

THE INSPIRATION: Inspired by soap bubbles and 
Newton’s law of universal gravitation, Brooklyn-based 
Rosie Li married maximalism with geometric elegance 
to create a stellar brass lighting system—a sculptural 
take on the traditional linear chandelier. 

 STUDY in    
    CONTRASTS
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ABOVE 
THE 
FOLD
THE PIECE: Origami Table Lamp

THE DESIGNER: François Champsaur for Pouenat

FIND IT: hollyhunt.com

THE INSPIRATION: Calling on the ancient art 
of origami, François Champsaur’s angular brass 
table lamp explores the infinite possibilities 
offered by metal, with the sharp, decorative 
lines of the material clearly on display.

 

François Champsaur’s work shows… A strong, 
consistent support of extremely high-quality 
design and unique craftsmanship. The folded 
metal planes and the focus of the light on the 
material’s surface feel very architectural and 
intentional. It reminds me of both contemporary 
sculpture and some of our own work: It’s 
rooted in the past with its cast fabrication, but 
its form suggests a contemporary relationship 
and progress. On trend: This particular finish 
feels timeless, possibly vintage or repurposed. 
Lately, there has been a push toward recycled, 
conscious fashion, so in that respect, this piece 
feels in line with the current zeitgeist of design. 
When it comes to luxury design… A bespoke 
piece, be it for clothing or interiors, always feels 
like more of a privilege than whatever mass-
produced product it’s up against. Playing a role 
in crafting what you wear, or how you live, is the 
ultimate in luxury. In composition: The sculptural 
qualities of the lamp are very elegant, giving it  
a sense of formality. The polished continuity of 
the fixture against the rough brick background 
really highlights its simplicity and clean lines. 
A strong contrast is visually engaging; this 
opposition inspires dialogue.

 STEEL
 MAGNOLIAS
THE PIECE: Lure Sconce 

THE DESIGNER: Pelle

FIND IT: pelledesigns.com 

THE INSPIRATION: Enlisted for its structural strength yet 
technical delicacy, the magnolia served as the muse for Pelle’s 
Lure sconce. A suspended LED light, held by a slender brass 
arc, illuminates the fixture’s hand-sculpted cast-paper petals.
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Pelle’s use of form and material is… Enchanting. Their compositions  
come across as both deconstructed and refined—I love that apposition.  
I’m all about taking risks. This is an exceptionally whimsical sconce, and  
it has much more of an organic shape than I’m used to seeing from Pelle.  
In that way, I think it’s a risk well-taken. My line of work demonstrates…  
My love for—and belief in—the beauty of juxtaposing texture and shape. 
That same quality draws me to the Lure sconce. On trend: Lure’s mix 
of hard and soft, the sleek metallic with the organic cast flower, is a 
combination we’re seeing in fashion right now. That, along with the 
costume-like romance and femininity of the petals, makes this piece  
very much in style. The rustic, industrial backdrop… Contrasted against  
these delicate sconces accentuates their sensuality as well as their 
clean-lined hardware. The way the light is cast toward the flowers creates 
shadowy silhouettes that echo their shapes, which is really captivating.
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 IN PLAIN  
 SIGHT
THE PIECE: Lumenariums in High and Low

THE DESIGNER: John Pomp

FIND IT: johnpomp.com

THE INSPIRATION: Stirred by the idea of creating 
an environment for light to live, John Pomp captured 
the beauty of an illuminated cityscape contained 
within a pair of milky glass-crystal cloches.
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I like the artisanal feel of John Pomp’s work. He is a true craftsman, which is 
something I am attracted to as a designer. On trend: In a world where design 
is often over-saturated and everything tends to look the same, I think Pomp’s 
Lumenariums feel original. I’m constantly searching for pieces that are authentic, 
and this hits that note. Silhouette is… Often the most important aspect of 
lighting, and the sophistication of this particular piece is really in its silhouette. 
When it comes to luxury design… People love great pieces but don’t want 
their environment to feel too decorated. People are eager for statement items, 
but are not looking for a polished, matching ensemble. Rather, they want to mix 
and match; it’s a fresher perspective. In composition: I love the juxtaposition of 
the lights and the backdrop. It is that perfect combination of something custom 
and refined with something super undone that sparks emotion. I am always 
inspired by the intersection of product and environment. Opposites attract. 
And that could not be truer than in design. This kind of contrast makes people 
feel—not just see. It evokes emotion that cannot be replicated.

GEO 
LOGIC 
THE PIECE: The Wrongski

THE DESIGNER: Jean-Pascal Gauthier

FIND IT: jeanpascalgauthier.com

THE INSPIRATION: Here, a geometric 
mélange of acrylic, brass, mirror and glass 
keeps with the suspended and balanced 
mobile style of Jean-Pascal Gauthier’s 
portfolio, which is steadily influenced  
by the Bauhaus movement. 

STEPHANIE  
VON WATZDORF 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR 
FIGUE.COM

Jean-Pascal Gauthier’s work reminds me of… 
The Russian Constructivism movement that 
started in 1913 by Vladimir Tatlin, along with 
sculptor Alexander Calder’s work—which I love. 
It resembles a mobile: I like the harmony of 
the shapes and the mix of the triangle with the 
big and small bulbs. I always look to interior 
design… For inspiration in my own work; 
both worlds complement each other. I look at 
proportions, colors, textures, fabrics and overall 
elegance. In terms of luxury design: For me, 
quality equates to luxury. Statement piece: Any 
piece that is unexpected and has an interesting 
balance and shape to it, like the Wrongski 
pendant, is a “statement piece” to me. The raw 
iron and textured background… Juxtaposed 
with the clean finished lines of this hanging 
sculptural light fixture is especially striking.  
I am always looking for the unexpected: Risk 
can create incredible beauty and harmony. 
Here, the fixture is set in a surrounding that  
is totally contrary to what one would assume. 
The vintage, rusty, antiqued background with 
the angular, clean metal and modern shape of 
the lighting fixture is an unexpected contrast.
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ROCK 
STEADY
THE PIECE: Sender One Side Lamp

THE DESIGNER: Christina Zamora

FIND IT: brave-matter.com

THE INSPIRATION: Christina Zamora's 
decision to employ waxed brass to  
pierce a piece of variegated salt crystal 
creates a statement-making lamp that 
ditches convention for something 
altogether more refreshing.

GEORGE AUGUSTO 
CREATIVE DIRECTOR 
STAUD.CLOTHING

Brave Matter’s pieces are… Overtly midcentury 
and, at times, lean toward 1960s Pop art. In 
this particular piece… I like that the beauty 
comes from only two elements: the brass stem 
and a salt crystal light fixture. Making such a 
simple piece is deceptively difficult. The mix 
of materials is… A perfect balance between 
feminine and masculine. Luxury design  
used to be… Primarily based on price, but I 
think that’s changed. Today, it’s about being 
special and the combination of high and low: 
the ability to fuse a wide range of elements 
and include a piece with some emotion or 
nostalgia. On trend: The midcentury revival 
exploded in the late ’90s and hasn’t let 
up since. This fixture fits right in with that 
aesthetic. In composition: The juxtaposition 
of the raw environment makes you further 
appreciate the total refinement of the light 
fixture. Such a contrast allows you to see 
certain aspects of each aesthetic with a  
clarity that would otherwise not be possible. 


